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• The Scholarship Committee will distribute up to $14,000 in student scholarship and internship 
awards this year. 

 
• There will be a maximum of 9 scholarships awarded.  The scholarships will vary between $500 and 

$3,000.  
 

• The Scholarship Committee designates amounts to each scholarship winner based on the 
application and interview process.  The Committee also reserves the right to select less than 9 
recipients, if desired, based on the performance of the applicants.   

 
• Some of the scholarships are designated as special recognition awards and include: 

 
o Rob Nagle Award - The Rob Nagle Scholarship Award was initiated in 1995 by the Shane 

Group to commemorate the life of Robert J. Nagle Jr. who passed away that year at the age of 
37 from cancer.  Rob had been Vice-President and West Michigan Sales Manager for Jennings 
of Michigan since 1985.  The intent of the award is to encourage college students to invest the 
same enthusiasm, integrity and positive attitude in their careers as Rob displayed in providing 
quality recreational opportunities to others.  This award is designated to the $3,000 Scholarship 
Recipient.   

 
o Jack Golden Award - Initiated in 2001 to commemorate the life of Jack Golden, who passed 

away after a lengthy struggle with Parkinson’s disease.  Jack, with his wife Myra, founded Jack 
Golden Associates in 1961, which continues after 42 years.  As a charter member of MRPA he 
ever fostered education and service.  He spoke of this award often as a way to give back and 
contribute to the future of Parks and Recreation.  Award Amount: $1,000    

 
o Excellence Scholarship - Initiated in 2002 by keynote speaker, Ian Hill.  This award is given to 

a student who exemplifies and displays excellence in the field of Parks and Recreation.  Award 
Amount: $1,000. 

 
o Becky McCann Scholarship - Initiated in 2000 by professors and students of Central Michigan 

University in honor of Becky McCann.  Becky McCann was a professor at CMU and showed 
tremendous leadership in the profession of Parks and Recreation.  The recipient of the Becky 
McCann Scholarship is the person who can best answer the essay question: As a student, what 
aspects of leadership do you feel are most beneficial in the Parks and Recreation profession?  
As a leader, what can you bring to the profession of Parks and Recreation?  Award amount: 
$500. 

 
o Herb Jennings Award – Initiated in 2008 by the Shane Group.  The intent of this award is to 

benefit a student of a current or past MRPA parent or grandparent that has realized their path 
into the recreation industry through lifelong participation and volunteering.  Initially designed  to 
be a MRPA family legacy award, this award will be given to the student who embodies the 
greatest spirit of volunteering and involvement.  Award amount: $1,000.  

 

• Applicants are notified within two weeks of completing the interview process.   
Good luck! 

 


